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Introduction

Benin Bronze returned to Nigeria by Germany © Getty Images
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I. Washington Principles as Blueprint?

1. Law and Ethics
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I. Washington Principles as Blueprint?

2. Confiscation (only)?
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I. Washington Principles as Blueprint?

3. Provenance Research and Transparancy
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I. Washington Principles as Blueprint?

4. Just and Fair Solution
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I. Washington Principles as Blueprint?

5. Fair Procedure
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I. Washington Principles as Blueprint?

6. National Legislation?
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I. Additional Questions

1. Significance
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I. Additional Questions

2. Ownership

Who Owns the Benin Bronzes? The Answer Just Got More Complicated.

Restitution efforts were underway, fueled by news that a museum was being 
planned in Nigeria to house the treasures. Then a surprising announcement 
sowed uncertainty.

Germany returned 20 Benin Bronzes to Nigeria’s government in a ceremony in 
December. But Nigeria’s outgoing president has now bestowed ownership on a 
descendant of the ruler of the ancient kingdom of Benin.

      

       NYT, June 4, 2023
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I. Additional Questions

2. Ownership

Why slave descendants want the Benin Bronzes to stay in US

In our series of letters from African journalists, Nigerian writer Adaobi Tricia 
Nwaubani looks at how descendants of slaves in the US have entered the tug of 
war over some of Africa's most famous artefacts that were stolen during the 
colonial era and ended up mainly in Western museums.

A group of African Americans has filed a lawsuit to stop the return of some Benin 
Bronzes from the Smithsonian Museum in Washington DC to Nigeria.
They claim that the bronzes - looted by British colonialists in the 19th Century 
from the kingdom of Benin in what is now Nigeria - are also part of the heritage 
of descendants of slaves in America, and that returning them would deny them 
the opportunity to experience their culture and history. 

      BBC, November 7 , 2022
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I. Additional Questions

3. Preservation?
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I. Additional Questions

4. Non Tangible Objects

Native American Cultures and Clothing: Native American Is Not a Costume
Dressing up as a Native American is never appropriate. For years, classrooms 
across the country have included special days where students "dress up" as 
Native Americans for different celebrations and lesson activities. Often, the outfits 
people wear to look "Indian" have nothing to do with Native people and cultures. 
Native American cultures are vastly diverse and have a wide range of traditions 
that determine the clothing and adornment Native people wear. "Dressing up" as 
Native Americans gives students a generalized and inaccurate perspective on 
Native cultures and identities. Often, these costumes suggest that Native 
cultures exist only in the past. We promote lessons and activities that share the 
continuance and creativity of Native American life and cultures. 

(https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/informational/cultures-and-clothing)
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I. Additional Questions

4. Non Tangible Objects

Biopiracy (also known as scientific colonialism) is defined as the 
unauthorized appropriation of knowledge and genetic resources of farming 
and indigenous communities by individuals or institutions seeking 
exclusive monopoly control through patents or intellectual property. 

      (Wikipedia)

Azadirachta indica (Neem)


