
Marie-Hélène PETER-SPIESS 
Curriculum vitae 

 

    

 

Postdoctoral Researcher & Lecturer – Faculty of Law & URPP Human Reproduction Reloaded, University of Zurich  
Affiliated Researcher – Global Health Centre, Geneva Graduate Institute 
Swiss Qualified Lawyer  
 

Contact: marie-helene.spiess@ius.uzh.ch 
Office: Faculty of Law, Room RAI-E-125, Rämistrasse 71, 8001 Zürich 
 
EDUCATION 

2020 – 2024 PhD in Law – University of Zurich  
 PhD Program "Biomedical Ethics & Law"; topic: “Food regulation and public health: the case 

of sugar” 
2018 Admission to the Bar – Qualification to practise as an attorney-at-law before all Swiss 

courts 
2017 Certificate of Advanced Studies in Legal Professions (ECAV) – University of Geneva  
2015 – 2016 Master of Law – University of Zurich    
2014 – 2015 Semester of Intensive Mandarin – East China Normal University, Shanghai, China 
2014 Master Exchange – East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai, 

China 
2010 – 2013 Bachelor of Law, bilingual German/French – University of Fribourg  

WORK & RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Since 2024  Postdoctoral Researcher & Lecturer, Faculty of Law & University Research Priority 
Program (URPP) Human Reproduction Reloaded – University of Zurich 

Since 2024 Affiliated Researcher, Global Health Centre – Geneva Graduate Institute  

2025 Lecturer, Global Studies Institute – University of Geneva 
2024  Visiting Researcher, O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law, 

Georgetown University Law Center – Georgetown University, USA 
2022 – 2024 Adjunct Lecturer – Paris Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po), Reims campus, 

France 
2022 Visiting Researcher, Faculty of Law, League of European Research Universities 

(LERU) Doctoral Exchange Programme – University of Cambridge, UK 
2021 – 2024  Scientific Associate, URPP Human Reproduction Reloaded – University of Zurich 
2020 – 2021 Academic Assistant, Chair of Private and Comparative Law & Chair of Criminal 

Law, Criminal Proceedings and Medical Law – University of Zurich 
2016 – 2020 Attorney-at-Law (2018 – 2020) & Trainee Lawyer (2016 – 2018) – Lenz & Staehelin law 

firm, Geneva 
2015 – 2016 Research Assistant, Chair of Public Health Law – University of Zurich 
2013 Legal Trainee, Legal Department – Banque Pictet & Cie SA, Geneva 
2013 Summer Associate – Homburger AG law firm, Zurich 

LANGUAGES 

French (native); German (fluent); English (fluent, TOEFL 111/120, IELTS 8/9); Mandarin (intermediate 
level, HSK 4); Spanish (basic knowledge)  
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