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Introduction Into Comparative Private Law 

 

I. COMPARATIVE LAW AS A FAIRLY YOUNG DISCIPLINE 

A. From Roman Law to Codification and Reception 

B. Stages of Comparative Research 

1. Comparative Legal Research as a Substitute for the ius commune 

2. Country-specific Research and its Systematization ("Macro-comparison") 

3. Comparison of Particular Areas of the Law ("Micro-comparison") 

4. Functionalist Approach to Comparative Law 

5. Comparative Law as a Source of Inspiration to Legislatures Around the Globe 

6. Comparative Law Research as a Collective Undertaking to Draft Common Principles 

II. COMPARATIVE LAW COMPETING WITH OTHER METHODS 

A. Legal Dogmatics 

B. Economic Theory 

C. Comparative Law and Its Imponderabilities 

III. (GLOBALIZED) NEEDS AS A MOTOR FOR LEGAL DEVELOPMENT FOCUSING ON 

COMPARATIVE LAW  

IV. WHO NEEDS COMPARATIVE LAW? 

A. Demands for Comparative Law by Academia 
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B. Demands for Comparative Law by the Legal Professions 

C. Demands for Comparative Law by Legislatures 

D. Demands for Comparative Law by Unification Agencies 

E. International Organizations and Institutions as Demanders/Producers of a Kind of 

"Living Comparisons of Laws" 
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