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Abstract 

Better late than never seems a suitable phrase to describe the joining of international courts 

and tribunals to the space of climate change adjudication. In the last year alone, several 

international courts, including human rights tribunals, have delivered a series of significant 

decisions each with the potential to reshape international legal obligations. And more 

decisions are on their way. Against this, this lecture probes the role of and contribution of 

international courts and tribunals when it comes to solving the challenges of climate 

change. The lecture explores in detail the balance struck between the disruptive potential 

of climate change in relation to established doctrines and fixed procedures and the new 

institutional patterns that emerge from entertaining climate change claims. Finally, the 

lecture considers the substantive effects of international climate change litigation, arguing 

that the hope vested in international courts might well ring hollow. 

 

The Ursula Brunner Lecture Series  

The Ursula Brunner Lecture Series was initiated in 2021 by Prof. Dr. Helen Keller, Prof. Dr. 

Johannes Reich, and Dr. Corina Heri in honour of the late Dr. Ursula Brunner († 2019), a 

distinguished lawyer and legal academic who contributed prolifically to the development 

of environmental law in Switzerland. The lecture series is dedicated to the relationship 

between environmental law and human rights, especially in the context of the climate crisis. 

Aiming at a multidisciplinary perspective, we invite distinguished speakers to share their 

views on some of the most pressing issues in the field to which the lecture series is devoted. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Ole W. Pedersen 

Ole W. Pedersen is Professor of Environmental Law at Aarhus University 

where he took up his current position in 2021. Prior to that he was Professor 

of Environmental and Energy Law at Newcastle Law School, UK. His 

research has been widely published in the leading law journals, including 

Oxford Journal of Legal Studies, Modern Law Review, Journal of Law & Society, 

and Journal of Environmental Law. He is joint author of Environmental Law 

(now in its 10th ed) (OUP). 
 

Programme 

 

18:15 Welcome and Introductions  

Prof. Dr. Johannes Reich 

 

18:25  International Climate Change Adjudication: Institutional Imaginations and 

Doctrinal Innovation 

  Prof. Dr. Ole W. Pedersen 

 

19:00  Discussion and Q&A  

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Helen Keller 

 

20:00  Conclusion 

Prof. Dr. Helen Keller 

 

Language and Format of the Event 

The event will take place in English, and the format will be in-person only. No advance 

registration is required, although places are limited. 
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